PHYSIOLOGICAL

PARAMETERS

National Early Warning Score (NEWS)*

Respiration Rate

Oxygen
Saturations

Any Supplemental
Oxygen

Temperature

Systolic BP

Heart Rate

Level of
Consciousness

9 - 11 12 - 20 21-24 >25
92 - 93 94 - 95 >906
Yes No
35.1-36.0 | 36.1-38.0 | 38.1-39.0 239.1
91-100 101 -110 | 111 -219
41 - 50 51-90 91 -110 111 - 130
A V, P, orU

*The NEWS initiative flowed from the Royal College of Physicians’ NEWS Development and Implementation Group (NEWSDIG) report, and was jointly developed and funded in collaboration with the
Royal College of Physicians, Royal College of Nursing, National Outreach Forum and NHS Training for Innovation
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The NEWS scoring system

In some settings, patients will have an impaired level of consciousness as a consequence of sedation, eg following surgical procedures. Thus, the assessment of
consciousness level and the necessity to escalate care should be considered in the time-limited context of the appropriateness of the consciousness level in
relation to recent sedation.

For patients with known hypercapnoeic respiratory failure due to chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), recommended British Thoracic Society target
saturations of 88-92% should be used. These patients will still ‘score’ if their oxygen saturations are below 92 unless the score is ‘reset’ by a competent clinical
decision-maker and patient-specific target oxygen saturations are prescribed and documented on chart and in the clinical notes.

All supplemental oxygen when administered, must be prescribed.
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